We discuss some mistakes and curiosities concerned with the celebrated First International Topological Conference in Moscow, 1935. 
Thus, we can see that the total number of talks actually listed in [18] equals 44. However, the authors of [18] wrote about 45 talks including 13 made by mathematicians from USSR, 10 from USA, 7 from Poland, 4 from Switzerland, 3 from Netherlands, 2 from France, 2 from Czecho-Slovakia, 2 from Denmark, 1 from Germany, and 1 from Norway. We guess that Lapko and Lyusternik calculated Bogolyubov and Krylov as separate speakers despite of the fact that they made a joint presentation.
The authors of the survey [18] based heavily on the official Conference Report [1] . Notice that P.S. Aleksandrov claims in [1] about only 43 talks. Moreover, his report actually contains information on 42 presentations. Namely, the presentation of Gordon (see talk No 13 in the above-given list) and the second talk of Whitney (see No 44) are unmentioned in [1] . Meanwhile, these both talks are presented in the official Proceedings published in [20] . 1 Consider these Proceedings in more detail. It contains information about 41 talks. Indeed, the complete texts or extended abstracts are given for the talks Nos 2-5, 10, 12, 14, 19-21, 25, 30, 33-34, 37-38 , and 42-44 (see the list of talks). The short abstracts are provided for presentations Nos 7, [17] [18] 23, 32, [35] [36] 39 , and 41. For talks Nos 8, 13, [15] [16] 22, 24, [26] [27] [28] [29] and 40 there are references either to published papers or to ones in press, while for talks No 1 and No 9 only the titles are given. 2 There are no indications in [20] on presentations Nos 6, 11, and 31.
Notice that the content of presentation No 1 is given in [3] and [4] ; see also [5] . The contents of talks No 11 and No 31 are provided in [11] and [10] , respectively. We guess that talk No 9 is based on the paper [9] . Unfortunately, we could not find any information about the content of talk No 6.
Observe also that the titles of some talks in the Proceedings [20] differ from those listed in the Conference Report [1] and the survey [18] . 3 For instance, the papers of Freundenthal, von Neumann, and Stone in [20] are titled Expansion of spaces and groups, The uniqueness of Haar's measure, and Applications of Boolean algebras to topology, respectively. Also, in [20] , the exact title Topological invariants of the classes of surface mappings of Nielsen's presentation is provided.
Let us compare the factual list of talks with that given in the scientific program of the Conference. This program was found by A.N. Shiryaev in the personal archive of A.N. Kolmogorov during preparation of the three-volume Kolmogorov Commemorative Edition; now it is available at [25] .
The tentative list of speakers in [25, As for Zariski, this is a more complicated case. In [29] Tucker claimed that Zariski gave a conference talk on algebraic geometry. This apparent contradiction can be resolved by using Zariski's biography [21] . We can read at [21, p.60] that "...Weil and Zariski (who had not been an official delegate) were invited by the mathematical department at the University of Moscow to give a series of lectures..."
In [2, p.331], P.S. Aleksandrov mentioned B. Knaster (Poland) among the speakers. This definitely contradicts all the other sources. Moreover, we did not find any documentary evidence of Knaster's presence at the Conference. 5 We also mention the report of K. Borsuk [7] where the number of speakers by countries (except USSR) was pointed out. These data correspond to ours given above. 4 In [30] , Whitney explained that he decided to give "two shorter talks" under influence of Hopf's presentation. 5 Prof. J. Mioduszewski, a former student of B. Knaster, guesses that Knaster could attend the Conference privately.
Surely, there were many conference attendees without any talk including the well-known mathematicians. For instance, present at the Opening Ceremony was Academician N.N. Luzin (see, e.g., the report [33] of K. Zarankiewicz, who was a member of the official Polish delegation).
L.V. Kantorovich (later Nobel Prize winner) says in his reminiscences [16, p.250] : "... I even thought about including a supplementary report at the forthcoming conference on topology in Moscow in September, but apparently <...> became quite seriously ill. Although I attended the conference itself, I was not strong enough to prepare a contribution at an appropriate level."
Figure 1: First International Topology Conference in Moscow
Now we would like to present the biggest curiosity related to the Conference. In [30, pp.96-97] , Whitney provided a group photo of the participants with (incomplete) description (see Fig. 1 ).
In particular, a man, the 5th from the right in the last row on Fig. 1 , is called J.D. Tamarkin. This description was repeated in Whitney's Collected Papers [31] and in some other publications, e.g., in the monograph [15] and in the online archive of ETH Zürich [12] . Moreover, the image copied from this photo is given as a portrait of Tamarkin in Wikipedia. 6 We claim that this is a mistake. Indeed, Tamarkin was a prominent analyst, but he never worked in topology and related fields (see [13] ).
Next, Tamarkin left the Soviet Union in December 1924 illegally, 7 crossing the border through the frozen Chudskoe Lake with smugglers (see [24] ). Thus, it is highly unlikely that the Soviet authorities allowed the emigrant Tamarkin to enter the country. On the other hand, Tamarkin, who feared arrest as far back as 1924, would not have travelled to the USSR in 1935. Notice also that Tamarkin was 47 years old in 1935 and he was corpulent (see [28, p.115] and Fig. 2 ), whereas the man in the group photo ( Fig. 3 ) looks much younger and thinner. In addition, if one looks at two well-known photos of Tamarkin ( Fig. 4 of 1914 and Fig. 5 of 1941 ) then the mistake in [30] becomes obvious.
Finally, as we have found out, Tamarkin participated in the meeting of the American Mathematical Society at Ann Arbor (September [10] [11] [12] [13] 1935) and, in particular, made a speech at a joint dinner of the AMS, the Mathematical Association of America, and the Institute of Mathematical Statistics on September 12 (see [22, p.755 ] and [23, p.32] ). Obviously, at that time it was impossible to get from Moscow to Ann Arbor in several days.
To clarify who is this person on the group photo, we need to turn to the history of the Moscow school of topology. The leader of Moscow topologists in the thirties was P.S. Aleksandrov. One of his favorite and talented students was Lev A. Tumarkin , who established some fundamental results in dimension theory. In 1935 he became the Dean of the Mechanics and Mathematics Faculty at Moscow State University. Thus, it seems rather natural to see Tumarkin among the conference participants as a hospitable host, even without a presentation.
Unfortunately, we do not have a Tumarkin's photo of that time. But comparing a man from the group photo with the portrait of Tumarkin at the age 60 (see Fig. 7 ), we see that it could very well be the same person. Therefore, we conclude that H. Whitney was misled by the similarity of surnames Tamarkin and Tumarkin.
In conclusion, we notice that in Whitney's description of the Conference for useful discussions, and Semën S. Kutateladze and Ignat Soroko for valuable comments. The first author was partly supported by the "RUDN University Program 5-100".
